🌙 Poem: My Shadow – by Robert Louis Stevenson

Stanza 1
I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.
Explanation:
· The poet talks about his shadow that always follows him everywhere (“goes in and out with me”).
· He wonders why the shadow exists and what use it has.
· The poet says his shadow looks exactly like him, from head to toe.
· He notices that when he jumps into bed, his shadow also seems to jump before him — like a copycat!

Stanza 2
The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow—
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow;
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an India-rubber ball,
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all.
Explanation:
· The poet finds his shadow funny and strange because it grows and shrinks quickly.
· Unlike real children, who grow slowly, the shadow’s size changes instantly.
· Sometimes, the shadow becomes very tall, stretching like a rubber ball when it bounces up.
· At other times, it becomes so small or disappears completely, especially when there’s no light.


Stanza 3
One morning, very early, before the sun was up,
I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup;
But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head,
Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed.
Explanation:
· One morning, the poet woke up early before sunrise.
· He saw dew drops shining on flowers called buttercups.
· But he couldn’t see his shadow at all.
· He imagines that his lazy shadow must still be asleep in bed, because there was no sunlight to form a shadow.

🌞 Summary of the Poem
The poem “My Shadow” is about a child’s curiosity and imagination about his own shadow.
He thinks of his shadow as a companion who copies his actions but behaves in funny and strange ways — sometimes big, sometimes small, sometimes missing!
Through simple words, the poet shows a child’s wonder and imagination about everyday things.


💬 Moral / Message
The poem teaches children to observe the world around them with curiosity and imagination.
It also shows that nature is full of small wonders, like your own shadow!



















🌙 Vocabulary-Based Questions – “My Shadow”
Class 5 – NCERT Marigold, Unit 3

Questions (Q1–Q20)
1. The word “lazy” in the poem means:
a) tired
b) slow and unwilling to work
c) sleepy
d) weak
2. Choose the word from the poem which means “a small drop of water seen on plants early in the morning”:
a) rain
b) dew
c) mist
d) frost
3. Find the opposite of “tall” from the poem:
a) fat
b) tiny
c) short
d) little
4. The poet says his shadow is “very, very like me”. The word “very” in this line shows:
a) emphasis
b) comparison
c) doubt
d) action
5. The word “funny” in the poem means:
a) strange or amusing
b) angry
c) confused
d) dull
6. The phrase “shoot up taller” means:
a) to grow quickly
b) to jump high
c) to move fast
d) to hide
7. Choose the correct pair of rhyming words from the poem:
a) head – bed
b) grow – know
c) cup – top
d) tall – fall
8. The poet says “He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head”. He refers to-
a) The poet
b) The poet’s shadow
c) The poet’s friend
d) A bird
9. The line “I see him jump before me” shows that the shadow:
a) jumps on its own
b) copies the poet’s actions
c) disappears
d) plays with friends
10. The word “shines” in the poem refers to:
a) the sun
b) the shadow
c) the poet
d) the dew
11. The word “heels” in the poem means:
a) head
b) feet
c) shadow
d) hands
12. The poet finds the shadow funny because:
a) it grows and shrinks quickly
b) it talks to him
c) it hides in cupboards
d) it runs away
13. The poet calls his shadow “lazy” because:
a) it stays in bed one morning
b) it disappears at noon
c) it moves slowly
d) it never comes outside
14. The poet calls his shadow “lazy”. The opposite of lazy is:
a) active 
b) slow
c) sleepy
d) weak
15. The poet saw the dew on every buttercup early in the morning but couldn’t see his:
a) shoes
b) shadow
c) nurse
d) reflection
16. The word “before” in the line “I see him jump before me” means:
a) behind
b) ahead of
c) beside
d) under
17. The word “like” in the line “very, very like me” means:
a) similar to
b) fond of
c) copy
d) follow
18. The poet says the shadow grows “not at all like proper children”. Here, proper means:
a) correct
b) tall
c) small
d) funny
19. The word “jump” in the poem means:
a) to run
b) to hop or spring into the air
c) to sleep
d) to stand
20. The poet says his shadow sometimes becomes very small. This shows that:
a) the shadow changes size
b) the shadow disappears completely
c) the shadow hides in cupboards
d) the shadow runs fast











































🌙 Vocabulary-Based Questions with Answers – “My Shadow”
Class 5 – NCERT Marigold, Unit 3

1. The word “lazy” in the poem means:
a) tired
b) slow and unwilling to work ✅
c) sleepy
d) weak

2. Choose the word from the poem which means “a small drop of water seen on plants early in the morning”:
a) rain
b) dew ✅
c) mist
d) frost

3. Find the opposite of “tall”:
a) fat
b) tiny
c) short ✅
d) little

4. The poet says his shadow is “very, very like me”. The word “very” in this line shows:
a) emphasis ✅
b) comparison
c) doubt
d) action

5. The word “funny” in the poem means:
a) strange or amusing ✅
b) angry
c) confused
d) dull

6. The phrase “shoot up taller” means:
a) to grow quickly ✅
b) to jump high
c) to move fast
d) to hide

7. Choose the correct pair of rhyming words from the poem:
a) head – bed ✅
b) grow – know
c) cup – top
d) tall – fall

8. The poet says “He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head”. He refers to -
a) The poet
b) The poet’s shadow ✅
c) The poet’s friend
d) A bird

9. The line “I see him jump before me” shows that the shadow:
a) jumps on its own
b) copies the poet’s actions ✅
c) disappears
d) plays with friends

10. The word “shines” in the poem refers to:
a) the sun 
b) the shadow
c) the poet
d) the dew✅

11. The word “heels” in the poem means:
a) head
b) feet ✅
c) shadow
d) hands

12. The poet finds the shadow funny because:
a) it grows and shrinks quickly ✅
b) it talks to him
c) it hides in cupboards
d) it runs away

13. The poet calls his shadow “lazy” because:
a) it stays in bed one morning ✅
b) it disappears at noon
c) it moves slowly
d) it never comes outside

14. The poet calls his shadow “lazy”. The opposite of lazy is:
a) active ✅
b) slow
c) sleepy
d) weak
15. The poet saw the dew on every buttercup early in the morning but couldn’t see his:
a) shoes
b) shadow ✅
c) nurse
d) reflection

16. The word “before” in the line “I see him jump before me” means:
a) behind
b) ahead of ✅
c) beside
d) under

17. The word “like” in the line “very, very like me” means:
a) similar to ✅
b) fond of
c) copy
d) follow

18. The poet says the shadow grows “not at all like proper children”. Here, proper means:
a) correct ✅
b) tall
c) small
d) funny

19. The word “jump” in the poem means:
a) to run
b) to hop or spring into the air ✅
c) to sleep
d) to stand

20. The poet says his shadow sometimes becomes very small. This shows that:
a) the shadow changes size ✅
b) the shadow disappears completely
c) the shadow hides in cupboards
d) the shadow runs fast




